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America Home of the “Barbarians”


“He deserves death.”


“Deserves it! I dare say he does. Many that live deserve death. And some that die deserve life. Can you give it to them? Then do not be too eager to deal out death in judgment.”


This quote came from The Fellowship of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien. The quote demonstrates that we cannot be God. We cannot give people life or death in the blink of an eye. That is why the death penalty is an ineffective punishment and must stop. The United States should outlaw the death penalty. 


There are many reasons why people support the death penalty. The first reason is because it acts as a deterrent for future crimes. Another reason is because people think it costs less then to keep an offender alive in jail for the rest of his or her life. These are both major reasons, but are they really fact, or are they just what people think?


Is the death penalty really a deterrent? The FBI's Uniform Crime Report for 2002 states that murder rate in the Northeast states has decreased by close to five percent while the murder rate in the Southern states has increased by just over two percent. The Southern states accounts for 82 percent of all executions since 1976, while the Northeast states account for just under one percent.


How much does it cost to kill someone? The main thing to take under consideration is the costs of trials. People think it would cost more to keep someone alive the rest of their life instead of killing them. This is not true. It costs is about three times higher to kill a person according to the Death Penalty Information Center. A Florida study shows that Florida has spent an estimated 57 million dollars to execute 18 people.


An aspect frequently overlooked is how many people are killed and later found to be innocent. The death penalty cannot be reversed. Last year alone, ten people were found innocent on death row and released, according to the Death Penalty Information Center (DPIC). A total of 113 people have been released from death row since 1973, with evidence that proved their innocence. However, not all people are so fortunate. Many executed people have been later proven innocent. 


James Adams was executed before his innocence was proven. Adams had been convicted of murder because one witness said he saw Adams driving away from the scene of the crime around the time that the murder took place. After Adams’ execution, it was discovered that the witness was actually angry with Adams because he thought Adams committed adultery with his wife. To support this notion, the hair sample in the victim’s hand did not match Adams’ hair. James Adams is one of the many people to be a victim of this tragic occurrence. How many more innocent citizens will die?

The inhumanity associated with the death penalty has been frequently discussed. In the world today, we still have many forms of execution: hanging, firing squad, electrocution, lethal injection, and the gas chamber. Washington is the only state where hanging is still an option. The problem with hanging is that if the drop is too short, the victim will experience a slow, agonizing death by strangulation. If the drop is too long, the head will be ripped from the body.  Is something that can separate the head from the body humane?


Multiple marksmen shoot the prisoner through the heart in a firing squad. Usually there are five marksmen, and one has a blank. That way it is eases the consciences of the marksmen because there is always the chance that they had the blank. Death by firing squad is still authorized in Idaho and Utah. I think one aspect to consider with firing squads is the possibility of inaccuracy. Then death may not be instantaneous, and could be painful.


Electrocution is another form of execution. The accused is strapped in a chair, and electricity passes through their body. Usually a lot of smoke appears as the flesh burns. Is this really humane? Who thought this punishment up? Out of the 50 states, only nine have the ability to use this form of execution.


Lethal injection, I think seems to be the most humane punishment the world has come up with so far. The accused is strapped down to a table, and drugs are injected into the person. However, if the dosage of the drug is too low, the person may linger for many minutes and experience paralysis, which could stop their lungs and cause them to die by suffocation.


In an attempt to make executions more humane, the gas chamber was introduced. Here, the person is strapped into a chair with a container of sulfuric acid underneath. After the chamber is sealed, cyanide is dropped into the acid to form a lethal gas. This is an account of the 1992 execution in Arizona of Don Harding, as reported by U.S. Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens:


“When the fumes enveloped Don’s head he took a quick breath. A few seconds later he again looked in my direction. His face was red and contorted as if he were attempting to fight through tremendous pain. His mouth was pursed shut and his jaw was clenched tight. Don then took several more quick gulps of the fumes.


At this point Don’s body started convulsing violently…His face and body turned a deep red and the veins in his temple and neck began to bulge until I thought he might explode. After about a minute Don’s face leaned partially forward, but he was still conscious. Every few seconds he continued to gulp in. He was shuddering uncontrollably and his body was racked with spasms. His head continued to snap back. His hands were clenched.


After several more minutes, the most violent of the convulsions subsided. At this time the muscles along Don’s left and right arm and back began twitching in a wave like motion under his skin. Spittle drooled from his mouth.


Don did not stop moving for approximately eight minutes, and after that he continued to twitch and jerk for another minute. Approximately two minutes later, a prison official told us that the execution was complete. Don Harding took ten minutes and thirty one seconds to die.” 

I began this paper with a quote, and I would like to finish the same way I started. From one anonymous voice among millions… “Barbarians. That’s what we have become. We kill each other and instead of mourning the tragedy, we want the state to satisfy our bloodlust by killing the offender…we must learn to deal with these people in our midst – punish them, but do not become them.”
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